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“This Too is Torah and I Must Learn it!” — Models
of the Relationship between Student and Rabbi

This Too is Torah and I Must Learn it!
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Berakhot 62a:1

It was taught in a baraita in tractate Derekh Eretz that Rabbi Akiva said:
I once entered the bathroom after my teacher Rabbi Yehoshua, and I
learned three things from observing his behavior:
1. Ilearned that one should not defecate while facing east and west,
but rather while facing north and south;
2. Ilearned that one should not uncover himself while standing, but
while sitting, in the interest of modesty;
3. and I learned that one should not wipe with his right hand, but
with his left.
Ben Azzai, a student of Rabbi Akiva, said to him: You were impertinent to
your teacher to that extent that you observed that much?
He replied: It is Torah, and I mustlearn.
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https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.62a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.62a.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.62a.2
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Berakhot 62a:2

Similarly, we learned in a baraita: Ben Azzai said:
I once entered a bathroom after Rabbi Akiva, and I learned three things
from observing his behavior:
1. Ilearned that one should not defecate while facing east and west,
but rather while facing north and south;
2. Ilearned that one should not uncover himself while standing, but
while sitting;
3. andIlearned that one should not wipe with his right hand, but
with his left.
Rabbi Yehuda said to him: You were impertinent to your teacher to that
extent? He replied: It is Torah, and I must learn.
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Berakhot 62a:3

On a similar note, the Gemara relates that Rav Kahana entered and lay
beneath Rav’s bed. He heard Rav chatting and laughing with his wife,
and seeing to his needs, i.e., having relations with her.

Rav Kahana said to Rav: The mouth of Abba, Rav, is like one whom has
never eaten a cooked dish, i.e., his behavior was lustful.

Rav said to him: Kahana, you are here? Leave, as this is an undesirable
mode of behavior.

Rav Kahana said to him: It is Torah, and I must learn.


https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.62a.2
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The relationship between Elisha ben Abuya
(“Acher”) and his student, Rabbi Meir
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Chagigah 15a:12

The Gemara cites a related story: The Sages taught: There was once an
incident involving Aher, who was riding on a horse on Shabbat, and
Rabbi Meir was walking behind him to learn Torah from him. After a
while, Aher said to him: Meir, turn back, for I have already estimated
and measured according to the steps of my horse that the Shabbat
boundary ends here, and you may therefore venture no further. Rabbi Meir
said to him: You, too, return to the correct path. He said to him: But have
I not already told you that I have already heard behind the dividing
curtain: “Return, rebellious children,” apart from Aher? |... |
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Chagigah 15b:6

The Gemara poses a question: And Rabbi Meir, how could he learn Torah
from the mouth of Aher? But didn’t Rabba bar bar Hana say that Rabbi
Yohanan said: What is the meaning of that which is written: “For the
priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek Torah from
his mouth; for he is an angel of the Lord of hosts” (Malachi 2:7)? The
verse teaches: If the rabbi is similar to an angel of the Lord of hosts,
perfect in his ways, they should seek Torah from his mouth; but if not,
they should not seek Torah from his mouth.


https://www.sefaria.org/Chagigah.15a.12
https://www.sefaria.org/Chagigah.15a.12
https://www.sefaria.org/Chagigah.15b.6
https://www.sefaria.org/Chagigah.15b.6
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Chagigah 15b:7

Reish Lakish said: Rabbi Meir found a verse and interpreted it
homiletically: “Incline your ear, and hear the words of the wise, and
apply your heart to My knowledge” (Proverbs 22:17). It does not state
“to their knowledge,” but “to My knowledge.” In other words, one must
listen to the words of the Sages, despite their flaws, provided that their
opinion concurs with that of God.
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Chagigah 15b:10

When Rav Dimi came from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia, he said: In the
West, Eretz Yisrael, they say: Rabbi Meir ate a half-ripe date and threw
the peel away. In other words, he was able to extract the important
content from the inedible shell. Rava taught: What is the meaning of that
which is written: “I went down into the garden of nuts, to look at the
green plants of the valley” (Song of Songs 6:11)? Why are Torah scholars
compared to nuts? To tell you: Just as this nut, despite being soiled
with mud and excrement, its content is not made repulsive, as only its
shell is soiled; so too a Torah scholar, although he has sinned, his Torah
is not made repulsive.


https://www.sefaria.org/Chagigah.15b.7
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Metaphors for the process of learning Torah
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Pirkei Avot 5:15

There are four types among those who sit before the sages: a sponge, a
funnel, a strainer and a sieve.

1. A sponge, soaks up everything;

2. Afunnel, takesin at one end and lets out at the other;

3. A strainer, which lets out the wine and retains the lees;

4. A sieve, which lets out the coarse meal and retains the choice flour.


https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.5.15
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Me'or Einayim, Beshalach 5-6

Now, when someone hears words of Torah, the letters, once they leave the
mouth of the teacher, make a Roshem (impression, imprint)

in their mind. But even though these words leave them, a Roshem
(impression, imprint) is left in their mind. And on account of this
experience, they will be able to receive something new. The loss of the first
teaching enables them to receive a second one.

This is analogous to a full vessel that one wants to fill again: it has to first be
emptied, and it is the same here. But the Roshem (impression, imprint) that
is left behind forms the vessel that will receive another new substance. If
the Roshem (impression, imprint) was not left behind, it would not be able
to receive more. Only through the Roshem (impression, imprint) that is
made, does the brain get purified in order to receive more knowledge. But
yes, after that, even that knowledge will be lost. And from the Roshem
(impression, imprint) that is left, he gets purified some more and becomes a
vessel that can receive more, and this process repeats through infinity.


https://www.sefaria.org/Me'or_Einayim,_Beshalach.5-6
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